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To the GENTLEMEN—the CUTLERS, 
and all other — the INHABITANTS of 
the Town and Pariſh of SHEFFIELD. 


My Dear Friends, 


F you require, from Me, the Reaſon of my ſending the 

following plain SERMON abroad, it is This, viz. Many 

who heard it, deſired to have it made public, as well for 
their own further BENEFIT, as for the BENEFIT of 
Thoſe, who did not. How far it may contribute to theſe 
Purpoſes, is known, only, to Gor. I can truly ſay, that, 
The ſame Upright IxTENTION, which directed the Penning 
and Preaching of it, is fteddily purſued in its PUBLICA- 
TION, If it ſhould prove a Mean in the Hand of Gon, 
to fir Mankind up to conſider the great Deſign of Their 
BeinG and the important Concerns of their SOULS, every 
End will be anſwered, and I. all greatly rejoice. Jam 100 
ſenſible of My own great Weakneſs, and other Defects, t9 
expect, or even hope, ts eſcape Cenſure. But, None of 
theſe Things move me neither do I count any Thing 
dear, ſo I may finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and ſerve my 
Generation according to the Will of Gop. To Him, only, 
J am accountable ; and my Comfort is, that, alths* my Abilities 
be much inferior unto Many Others ; yet, ſuch as They are, if 
They be uſed to the Purpoſes for which They were given, I 
Hall not loſe my Reward, If the Reader will be pleaſed 
to conſider the Admonition rather than the Perſon who gives 
it, or the Manner in which it is given. —I deſire no more.— 
And may the Bleſſing of Gon accompany it, to His everlaſt- 
ing BENEFIT, 


A 2 And 
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And, HERE, I will not loſe the Opportunity offered me, 
of Teſtifying, before the World, the Deep Senſe I have of the 
Obligations laid upon me, by a certain Mot HONOURABLE 
Perſons as well as, by YOURSELVEs, in thoſe Many and 
Repeated Favours, I have received at Your Hands; I mean, 
in that Generous Aſſiſtance, You have lent, on Many Oc- 
caſions, to alleviate the great Difficulties J have laboured 
under, by reaſon of a large Family and a flender Provifion— 
and, particularly, by That kind Hand, from which, about 
Two Years ago, I received a conſiderable Be nefaCtion, tho J 


never knew to the preſent Time (nor do I yet know) from 
. Whence it came——1 pray Gop to reward Your. Kindneſs 


with a large Increaſe of all Spiritual Bleſſings. 


Tf You have received any Benefit from my LaBouRs, I 
am bound to Bleſs Gor for that Providence which brought 
Me among You. I could wiſh, for Your Sakes, that it had 
been greater in the Degree, and more univerſal in the Extent. 
But fo unreaſonable are ſome, that They will not receive a 
Blefling, becauſe They like not the Hand. that offers it. They 
take up idle Prejudices unaccountably, and comply with the 
Suggeſtions of the Enemy, to their own” undoing. For theſe 
Prejudices are nothing but Suggeſtions of the Devil, and cal- 
culated to hinder the Ward of Gor from taking effe?, If 
ſuch Perſons have not, hitherto, conſidered the Matter in this 
View I pray Gop to epen their Eyes, that They may, at 
length, ſee it ; and no longer Hand i in the Way of their own 
Happineſs, nor do ſuch a Nr Injury to Their own 
SOULS. 


I defire Your Prayer. that I may be faithful to the Truſt 
repoſed in m. that I may freely teflify The GOSPEL of the 
Graceof Gop—that I may be an happyInſtrument of awaken- 
ing dead SINNERS—and of bringing Many unte CHRIST, 
WHERE—arnd in WHOM nen, They may find 1 

| a 


— — — 


8 
and Prack. For Hz is made of Gop unto us, Wiſdom, 
Riglitcouſneſs, Sanctification, and Redemption. 


And, now, Brethren, I commend You unto Gop and 
to the Word of His Grace, which is able to build You up, 
and to give You an Inheritance among all Them that are 


ſanctified; and I am, in the greateſt Sincerity, 


Your affectionate Friend 
SHEFFIELD, | | 


Dec. 1 I ” 
3» 1755 and obliged Servant, 


N. D. 


IS AITAH, XXVI. 11: 


LORD, when thy Hand is lifted up, they will nat ſee : But 
they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed for their Envy at the People; 
yea the Fire of thine Enemies ſhall conſume them. 


F the Actions of Men be allowed to be a 
lf CRITERION, or STANDARD, whereby 
the Thoughts may be diſcerned or known 
None can look about them in the 
World, but muſt be inclined to think of 
the GENERALITY, that they reſemble 
thoſe, mentioned by the Prophet, who 
ſaid, — Ie have made a Covenant with Death; and with Hell 
are we at Agreement ; when the ever feunng Scourge Hall poſe 
through, it ſhall not come uuto us. 


2. It is a lamentable Conſideration, that God's MERCIES 
and JUDGMENTS are, ſeldom, regarded; And — I fear 
— leſs underſtood. Hence, thoſe Bleſſings conferred upon 
them, are, with reſpect to THE Many——and, hitherto, 
have been ineffeftual to the Purpoſes they were intended 
to ſerve; I mean, they are ſeldom received in a way 
of Gratitude and Thankſgiving to the Author and Donor of 
them; or put, after they are received, to thoſe Uſes, for which 
they were given. On the contrary, wy ſee them more 


B fre- 
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frequently abuſed, as Incentives to LusT, and perverted, by 
moſt, to their own UxpoixG ; like Trwost of whom the 
Prophet ſpeaks The Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and 
Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts ; but they regard not the 
Work of the LoRD, nor the Operation of His Hands. * 


3. Nor have the THREATNINGsS of Gop, whether in 
His WoRD, or in thoſe leſer CaLamiTIEs which have 
befallen us, been, as yet, productive of any GENERAL good 
EFFECT. For, becauſe Sentence againſt an evil Work is 
not ſpeedily executed, the Hearts of the Sons of Men are fully 


fet upon doing Evil, © — They are not ak: from the 
molt horrid Impieties. 


4. Now, in fuch Caſes, —and when nothing elſe will do, 
What can, reaſonably, be expected, but SEVERITY? 
God is obliged, (with Reverence I ſpeak it) for the Vindi- 
cation of His own moſt ju/? Authority, to put to — His 
Hand——and to make His Powter known; to have 
Recourſe to His STRANGE Work, as the laſt Method left 
Him, to put a STOP to the reigning Wickedneſs of Men ; 
Il mean — to execute His THREATNED JUDGMENTS, 
that the Inhabitants of the World may ſee the Obliquity of 
Sin, and learn Righteouſneſs . And,— indeed, — to ſay the 
Truth, — It ſeldom happens, that any Thing, ſhort of Tas, 
is ſufficient to cdnvinee the depraved Underſtandings of Men 
univerſally. For if Favour be ſhewn to the Wicked, they will 
not learn Righteouſneſs : In the Land of Uprightneſs they will 
deal unjuſily, and will not behold the Majeſty of the Lok. © 


5. But, nevertheleſs, ſuch is — and always hath been — 
the undeſerved Mercy of our Gop ! That, before Things 
have come to ExTREMITIEs, Hx hath not left HiMsELF 
without W1TNxss of His Unwillingneſs to deſtroy the Sons 


of 
b Iſaiah, v. 12, © Eccleſe vii. 12. © Iſaiah, xvii 9. © Ibid, 10. 
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of Mx: In thoſe frequent Notices of his DispLEASURE, 
and in thoſe folemn WARNIN OS, which (at certain Periods 
and in divers Manners) it hath pleaſed Him to give; whe- 
ther in His WorDp, by his MESSENOERS the Prophets, or 
in thoſe leſſer EviLs which he hath actually inflicted: All 
WHICH, if conſidered, do ſufficiently and plainly intimate 
His Intentions ; and what WE may juſtly expect — 
unleſs, by a ſound REPENTANCE, —a real AMENDMENT), 
We turn unto the Lorp. 


6. Tus Hx dealt with the old WoRI D Thus — 
Hz dealt with Sopou Thus — with the People of 
ISRAEL and Jupan before he was glorified in their De- 
STRUCTION, And thus hath He dealt with Us in this 
KinGpom. But, alas! Gop's repeated WARNINGS, and 
His JuDGMENTs threatned, have been, hitherto, fo little 
conſidered, that we may, juſtly, take up the Complaint of the 
Prophet, in my Text, and ſay, LORD, when thy Hand is 
lifted up, they will nat ſee; * and be apprehenſive of the Exe- 
cution of that THREATNING which follows, viz. But they 
hall ſee, and be aſhamed fer their Envy at the People, yea the 
Fire of thine Enemies ſhall conſume them. 5 


7. When Wx hear of flrange and unuſual EVENTS, WE 
are apt to be ſurprized, and alme/t confounded at them. 
And no Wonder! becauſe, they have a certain natural Ten- 
dency to rouze the mot Unthinking and Inattentive to /ome 
Degree of SeRIousNEss and CONSIDERATION, But the 
great Misfortune is——that, though an Impreſſion be made, 
it is, ſeldom, of any long Continuance. The Reaſon is— 
TheFi inger of Gop is not diſcerned in thoſe PROvIDENCEs.— 
So that if ſuch Occurrences do not immediately concern our- 
ſelves, (tho' they affect us a little and for a ſhort Time, yet) 
we ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted from conſidering them oY 


B 2 
6 Tſaiab, vi. Il, s Ibid, | 
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ſuch Objects as are more pleaſing and agreeable to the ſenſi- 
tive Appetite; and /o loſe the Benefit of that Inſtruction, 
which might, otherwiſe, have been gathered from thoſe 
PROVIDENCES,——Nay—if WE be, ſomehow or other, 
more nearly and intimately concerned in them—whether in 


reſpect of LirE—EsTATE—or RELATIONS - yet ſo infa- 


tuated are we, EVEN IN TW1s CAs E, that we are unwilling 
to ſee and acknowledge the HAND of Gop, or to inquire | 
into the Cauſes, on eur Part, of God's thus dealing with us. 
So that though the Impreſſion ſuch EVEN Ts make, be deep 
yet—for want of a right Apprehen/ion of, and Improvement 
under, THEM, they ſeldam leave Men better than they found 
them, 


8. Wr are, at preſent, juſtly alarm'd with an Account 
of—one of the moſt dire EvENTs—one of the me extraor- 
dinary CALAMITIES—and one of the mo/t ſignal Inſtances 
of Gop's dreadful DIsPLEASURE—that any Nation in Eu- 
ROPE ever felt. LISBON—a populous City—and the 
Metropolis of the Kingdom of PoRTUGAL—utterly deſtroy'd 
by an EARTHQUAKE — and many Thouſands of the 
INHABITANTS buried in the Ruins—involved in the common 
DESTRUCTION *. A ſudden and a fatal $zrofe! An aw- 
ful and unexpected Change / 


9. WE 

a By the lateſt Accounts received before the Penning and Preaching of this 
SxrmoN, the. whole CIT was ſaid to be deſtroyed and that 10,000, 
other Accounts ſaid 100,000, ef the InHamrTANTS were buried in the Ruins, 
And, HERE, I muſt not omit taking Notice of the Time and other Circumſtances 
when this EvzxT happened, It is a Thing well known, that when there are a 
Yufficient Number of miſerable Creatures in the Priſon of the IxqQu1s1T10N, who 
ſurvive their Tortures— the Inguifitors General do fix the Time of Exxcur fox, 
awhich they call an AcT of Falru. At which Tims the poor unhappy Sur- 
FERERS are brought forth out of their diſmal Dungeons, drefled-in Coats made 
for the Purpoſe, with Devils —Flames —and other frightful Figures painted upon 
them—and, after they have been made a public SpxzcTACLx, are delivered over 
to the Civit Mac1sTRATE—to be put to Death; which hath often been done 
in a mof} cruel and barbarous Manner. — Now as they are taught that HER ESV 
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9. Wx have great Reaſon to fear, that any of them were 
ill prepared for ſuch a PRovideEnce—and—ſhudder with 
Horror to think, what is become of their Souls. Heedlefs 
and Inconſiderate CREATURES ! If they had been told what 
ſhould come to paſs, THEY, perhaps, would not have re- 
ceived the Meſſage - But —Now it is actually come upon 
THEM — and —they are gone into everlaſting HABITA- 
TIONS, They were ſwept away before they were aware, 
and are gone into the Prr, from whence there is no RE- 
DEMPTION— Alas! poer Souls! They had Eyes indeed, but 
ſaw not — Ears, but heard not — being purpoſely kept in 
Darkneſs; and bred in the t groſs Superſtition, under the 
baneful Influence of a corrupt CHURCH, and the Terrors of 
a mot bloody and barbarous InqQuisITION. 


10. And as to the reſt of the INHABHTANTS, who had 
their Lives given them for a PREY—what human Heart can 
avoid being pained — when it conſiders their DisTREss ? 
Theſe were oblig'd to flee into the Fields and Woods naked 
and deſtitute ! They who, before, were fo delicate, per- 
"haps, as to be almoſt afraid of ſetting their Foot upon the 
Ground Now expoſed to HuNx ER and TrirsT—to the 
INCLEMENCY of the Seaſons — and without HABTITATION. 
All 


is a damnable Six, and that every ane is a HRZ TIC who is not of the Remiſp 
Communitn theſe impious Mockeries are intended, not only to ſtigmatize the 
SUFFERERS, but to intimidate the blind Populace, by perſuading them, that they 
are giving thoſe OBSTIN ATE HERETICS up to the Devil, for the Sake of Gop 
and Tux Cnuxcn. Thus do they ſerve Gor ja, in the ſame Manner as the 
People of Tjrae! did, when they offered up their Children to MoLocn. 


The Celebration of this Hoxr1D S0O0IEMNIT V, we are told, is always reſerv'd 
to grace the Feſtival of ALL SainTs: However, it is ſaid, this inhuman Spxc- 

' TACLE Was to have been exhibited the very ſame Day in which the CITY was 
_" deſtroyed, | | | 


May the Eyes of thoſe, who remain in that Kingdom, be opened to ſee the 
_Hanp of Gov in that terrible PRovipgxce, together with the Time and Cir- 
cumſtances when it happened; and, tbence, be induced to put away that Abom- 
nation far from them! 


(12) 
All their Ricnxs and SpLENDOUR Iloſt—and THEMSRLVES 
on a Level with the meaneſt of their VAassALs; even the 
KING himſelf acknowledges (as one of the Accounts tells us) 
that HE remains in a Tent—without Houſe—without Ser- 
vants—wrthout Subjects without Money—without Bread. 
The Mirth of Tabrets is ceaſed from among them, the Noiſe 
of them that rejoice is ended, the Foy of the Harp is ceaſed b. 
The City is broken down, every Houſe is (deſtroyed, or) ſhut 
up, that no Man may come therein. All Foy is darkned, the 


Mirth UN the Land is gone. In the City is left Deſolation, and 
the Gate is ſmitten with Deſtrufion ©, 


11. So that we may take up thoſe Words of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, in his Lamentations, and ſay—How is the City 
become deſolate, that was full of People! fhe ſitteth ſolitary! 
How is ſhe become as a Widow! ſbe that was Great among 
the Nations *. The Loxp hath ſwallowed up their Habita- 
tons, and hath nat pitied: HE hath thrown down, in his 
Wrath, the Strong-holds ; HE hath brought them down to the 
Ground. Her Gates ave ſunk into the Ground; HE hath bro- 
ken her Bars; her King and her Princes are among the Gen- 
tiles. The Tongue of the ſucking Child cleaveth to the Roof 
of his Mouth for Thirſt ; the young Children aſt Bread, and 
no Man breaketh unto them. They that fed delicately are 
| 221 ; they that were "A up in Scarlet, embrace Dung - 
hills f. 


12. But Lamentations are not al! that we have to do on 
this melancholy Occaſion : For though the STROKE lighted 
immediately upon ThEM, yet there is a Voice in that PRo- 
VIDENCE unto all the NATIoNs of the Work LD—particu- 
larly to the EUROPEAN Nations. And would to GoD, 
that each of them might ſee, and bn: the Hand 


it! 
of God in i 1 Ws, 


b Iſaiab, xxiv, 8. 6 Th, z. 11, 12. 4 Lam. i. 1. © Ib, Ii. 2, 9. iv. 4 5 
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13. We, in this Kingdom, — and, I may ſay, in this 
Tow in particular—are immediately concerned; and may, 
perhaps, feel the CONSEQUENCES of it for Generations to 
come; not only by reaſon of the great Loss Es our Merchants 
may ſuſtain at preſent but alſo—by the Interruption of our 
TRADE; which before found Employment for our Manu- 
FACTURERS, and furniſhed our PooR with Bread. On all 
which Accounts, and others that might be mentioned, it 
will, probably, be one of the moſt ſevere and home-felt Ca- 
LAMITIES, this Nation ever knew. 


14. But, after all, we have Reaſon to acknowledge the 
Goodneſs of Gor, as well as the Severity of His Fuſtice,— 
His Goodneſs, I fay, in that He hath not deſtroyed Us, as 
He did Them s. It is of the Lord's Mercies alone that we 
are not utterly conſumed, and becauſe his Compaſſions fail 
not "—that we alſo are not given up to the ſame Deſtruction, 
For when Gop's Hand was lifted up, the Blow, for any 
Thing that we knew, might have fallen upon Lox Do as 
well as LisBon. We had, perhaps, no more to plead than 
Trey—if you except Porxxx and the INQUIsITION ; nay, 
perhaps, in ſome Reſpects, OUR SINs are more aggravated z ; 
I mean by that ſcandalous Abuſe of the GosrEL which is 
daily ſounding in our EARs, and may be read in our Housks, 


n bleſſed Privilege they had not. 
15. Let 
£ I mean here the Preſeryation of this KINGDOM and its InnanrTANTSs in 
general, Though that merciful Providence, particularly ſhewn in the Preſerva- 
tion of our Countrymen and other Proteſtants, refiding at LIs ox, ought 
never to be forgotten. It hath always been uſual with them, it ſeems, 
upon Notice given to withdraw out of the City, the Day before an Ac r of 
FA1TH is to be exhibited—no doubt to ſecure themſelves from the rude Inſults 
of a bigotted Multitude, as well as to be ont of the Way of thoſe Barbarities, 
Accordingly they had left Liſbon the Day before, by which Means they were 
happily reſcued from the Jaws of Death, and are noto living Monuments of 


God's ſparing Mercy. May they aways remember —and ever act ſuitably 
vato it. 


* Lam. lil, 22. 
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15. Let us, therefore; my dear Brethren! at length take 
Warning! and improve the Misfortunes of others to our be,. 
Advantage Let us forſake our SIN s, which are the procu- 
ring CAUSE of all thoſe DESOLATTIONSs which happen upon 
Earth. Indeed—we. have the greate/? Reaſon to bethink 
ourſelves | For who that hath conſidered Gop's Providences 
for ſome Lime paſt can ſo much as queſtion whether Gop's 
Judgments are abroad in the Earth? Tho', The Inhabitants. 
of the Morld have not, as yet, learned Righteouſneſs.———It 
would be well for Them if they had. Nay—It would be: 
well for them, if They would, at length, begin to learn it; 


before the deſtroying Angel ſweeps them away into the Lapd. 
of Oblivion... 


16. It hath been for ſome Time paſt the Opinion of Ma- 
NY of the ſoberer Sort among us, —and—1 think—that Oyi- 
nion is not ill grounded that God is angry with us, and 
that He hath ſhewn it in many Inſtances ; tho? Theſe have 
been /o tempered with MERC, as to give Ground to: hope 
that His Anger may, vet, be averted, if, by a ſincere RE- 
PENTANCE and REFORMAT1on, we could prevail upon 
ourſelves to tuygn unto the Lorp. 


17. It is not long, fince we were engaged in a fruitleſs, 
unſucceſsful WAR, with our perfidious Neighbours and Ene- 
mies, — which was attended (under Their Influence) with a 
met unnatural REBELLION within our een Borders; where- 
by theuſands of Families. were ruined, reduced to Ex- 
treme Poverty and Want, —and, Many loſt their Lives. 
To which we may add, The DisrEM ER among our Horned 
Cattle, which, for a Number of Years, raged among us— 
and till remains, —tho' it be more gentle, and thro' the 
Mzxcy of God—Leſs Univerſal, than it kath been. I muſt 
alſo remind you of thoſe EARTHQUAKES which have alarm- 
ed, not only, the Inhabitants ef our CAPITAL, but alſo, 

N .F hoſe - 
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Thoſe, of other Towns and Counties, within this Kingdom, 
in the Space of a few Years paſt: As well as our being 
upon the Brink of a freſh WaR, the Conſequences of which 
cannot po//tbly be known, 


18. All theſe Cal Auf ITS have been little conſidered, — 
I pray Gop,— The preſent PRoviDENCE,—which is „ill 
more ſevere, may, therefore, do the Work of the Former; 
that our Eyes may be opened to ſee- THE HAND of Gop— 
Our Sixns—and OUR DanGER, before we are utterly de- 
ſtroyed. 


Theſe Three PAR TIcuLARVs are what, I intend, at pre- 


ſent, to propoſe to your View, to aſſiſt you in the Improve- 
ment of This awful Diſpenſation. 


And then, by a more particular Application, direct you to 
the Proper Means of averting the Wrath of Gop, which 


ſeems to be gone forth, for the Puniſhment of a wicked 
World. 


Firſt, J am to aſſiſt you in the Improvement of this aw- 
ful Diſpenſation of the Divine Providence, by offering to 
your Conſideration e Three Things it naturally ſuggeſts, 
and which may be gathered from Our »-ar Concern in it, 
viz, The HAND of Gop Thoſe Sins which may be 
look'd upon as the procuring CAusk of that Judgment 
and the DANGER we are ill expoſed unto, and may juſtly 
expect, unleſs we REFORM and AMEND. 


1. The HAx D of Gon. One would think, Th:s is 
ſo viſible, as to render every Thing unneceſſary, that might, 
otherwiſe, be produced, to evince the Truth of This Obſer- 
vation. And yet, Experience hath ſhewn in /imilar Caſes, 
that it is not. Men will not judge concerning ſuch EVEN Ts, 
according to what they find in Their Wanne concerning 

C GoD's 


1 


God's JupouENTSs, and His Methods of Procedure, in 
antient Days ; but will need be wiſe above what is written. 
They pretend to account for thoſe /urprizing EvenTs in a 
Natural Way; to take off that fearful Apprehenſion of 
Their own Danger, which ariſes in the Minds of Jt, 
when ſuch Things happen: And—Thus—They do all 
They can to defeat the Exp of thoſe PRoVI¶⁰DENCES. 

* 


JupoMENTs, inflicted upon a SINFUL WoRLD, have 
fomething in them ſo ſhocking to human Nature, that we 
cannot but be alarmed when we hear of them ;—eſpecially 
if we be concerned in, or do apprehend Danger from, 
THEM, And we cannot but apprehend ourſelves in Dan- 
ger, ſo long as we are conſcious of thoſe Things, in ourſelves, 
againſt which Gop's Judgments are threatned. Hence 
Men are ſo infatuated, as to be ready and willing, to look 
upon every Occurrence (tho' ever ſo remarkably dreadful) 
as the certain EFFECT of Natural CAusESs; and to avoid, 
as much as poſlible, conſidering them in the Light of Jupo- 
MENTS, becauſe of that Uneaſincſs ſuch REFLECTIONS do 
neceſſarily create and produce in Them. S0 that, in Theſz 
Caſes, it may juſtly be ſaid of Them, LORD, when 2 
Hand i is lifted up They will not ſee. 


I might, HERE, ſhew you (if Time would permit) that 
Nature, which is generally ſpoken of, as if it were ſome kind 
of BEING is not a BEING; But, in other Words — The 
Work, or Operation of God—or, a Diſplay of His PowtR. 
That what are »/ually called the Laws of NaTuRE, are, 
if rightly underſtood, nothing el/e but God's Wirth — 

His 


k Some ſpeak of THE Laws of NATURE, as if they were certain Powers 
communicated to Matter, by the Al Min v, in the Day of its Creation By 
Virtue of which, without any immediate Interpoſition of the DIVIN E Power, 
the ſeveral Parts of the Munpanz Syſtem do maintain their Cour $2&——per- 
form their Func T1o0NS and, operate, as CAuses, in the Production of 
their ſeveral EryrzcTs, in one regular, and continued SERIES. This—if 1 mif- 


take not—is what, they are ſometimes pleaſed to call, Gop's general Provi- 
DENCE» 


„ 
Mrs bleſſed WIL I, that ſuch and ſuch Cavsrs ſhall pro- 
due ſuch and ſuch ErFEcTs, in—the Inanimate—the V. ege- 
talle— and, the Animal Creation. That this PoweR, 
and theſe Laws, are not in the CREATURE but in Gop ; 
who directs all CAusEs, and all EVEN Ts, to the Purpoſe of 
His own GLORY, ard the Goop of his CREaTuREs, by 
His SPECIAL Providence, But I chuſe rather to urge 


SCRIPTURE, in Ccnhrmation of this Point, as the Teſtimo- 
ny of God is irrefragable, | 


I ſhall ozly produce a few Paſſages—tho' many might be 
produced—to ſhew—that EARTHQUAKES are the immed{:ate 
EFFEcTs of Gop's Hand that they are the MESSEN 
GERsS of His Wrath—and—that, Sin, the Corruption of 
Nations, zs the CAusk of thoſe Judgments, That, they 
are the immediate Effects of God's Harp, we learn, in the 
Book of 70-1 is GOD who removeth the Mountains—who 

ſhaketh the Earth out of its Place, and maketh the Pillars there 

C2 of 
DENCE,—And to THESE have been afcribed all tyoſe remarkable Phanomena, 
which, at d:i/ferent Periods, and, almoſt, in every Age, have commanded the At- 
tention, and exerciſed the Pzxs of the Learned; who have, for the moſt Part, re- 


ſolved them into NaTuRE, and endeavoured to account for them, upon the 
Principles of REASON and PHILOSOPHY. 


1 muſt own, their Sentiments are ingenious, and Philoſophical. But Tur 
who plead for a Sr ECIAL PROVIDENCE muſt beg leave to reje& this Docttine, 
becauſe they apprehend, the Scriptures look another Way; which, they eſteem 
a more ſure Foundation than any human bypotbetical Authority, whatſoever, 
Now the Won p of Gop teaches, that as God created all Things by his Won p, 
ſo Hz upholdeth them by his Power H1s immediate Power that H1s 
W1sDom ruleth over all—and directeth all EvexTs to their proper END 
And, laſtly, that thoſe Calamities, which happen, are ſent for the PUNISHMENT 
of a wicked World. What hath been ſaid, doth not, in the leaſt, ſupercede SE- 
cond Causes, but, refers them to their proper Place, viz, as Inſtruments, in 
God's Hand, for the effecting of His glorious Purpoſes 3 whereas, thoſe, who 
hold be former Opinion, do ſeem to reſt in SzconD CAusEs, without a proper 
Regard to the FigsT,——For which Reaſons, and, becauſe that DoQtrine, doth, 
in its Conſequences, ſeem to relax the Obligations to Virtue and Religion, we are 
induced to adhere to the Teſtimony of Gov, in thoſe Concluſions we make, con- 
eerning Extraordinary EvznTs, ſuch as Earthquakes, &c, 


(18.3 
And in the Pſalms, — The Voice of the 


LORD /hateth the Wilderneſs, yea, the LORD fhaketh the 
Wilderneſs of Kadeſh o. Once more, — in the Book of 


of to tremble n. 


Joel, it is ſaid The LORD alſo ſhall roar out of Zion, 
and utter his Voice from Jeruſalem, and the Heavens and 


the Earth ſhall ſhake, &c. ? 


And, as they are the immediate Effects of God's Hand, 
ſo alſa, are they, the MessENGERs of his WRATH— ſee the 
forecited Place, in the Book of Job—I/hich removeth the 
Mountains and they know not; which overturneth them in his 
Anger %, So alſo that Place in the Book of the Prophet 
Tjaiah—Therefore I will ſhake the Heavens, and the Earth 
ſhall remove out of her Place, in the WRATH of the Lord of 
Hoſts, and in the Day of his fierce Anger. 


In the laſt Place, we may learn that Six the Corruption of 
Kingdoms, is the procuring CAUSE of thoſe Judgments, 
There is a /ad, but true, Picture of the 7/7chedneſs of 1ſracl, 
and of the Puniſhment threatned againſt them, in the ſecond 
Chapter of Iſaiab; which may ſerve, as a ſufficient Confir- 
mation of this Point alſo. It is ſpoken of them, there—by 
the Prophet—Thou haſt forſaken thy People the Houſe of Jacob, 
becauſe they be repleniſhed from the Eaſt, and are Sooth-ſayers 
like the Philiſtines, and they pleaſe themſelves in the Children of 
Strangers. Their Land alſo is full of Silver and Gold, neither 
is there any End of their Treaſures ; their Land alſo is full of 
Horſes, neither is there any End of their Chariots : Their 
Land alſo is full of Idols—they worſhip the Work of their own 
Hands, that which their own Fingers have made: And the 
mean Man boweth down, and the great Man humbleth him- 
ſelf * before them! Well, and what was the Conſequence 
of all this? Why the Prophet tells them, That, the Day 
of 

n Job ix. 5, 6. 0 Pſal,xxix, 8, P Joel iii. 16, 4 Job ix, 5. f Iſaiah xili. 13. 
® Tſaiah i, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
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of the Lord of Hoſts ſhould be ufon every one that is proud, and 
lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up, and he ſhall be 
brought low *. And they fhall go into the Holes of the Rocks, 
and into the Caves of the Earth, for Fear of the Lord, and for 
the Glory of his Majeſiy, when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the 
Earth", And, now, we are to conſider, 


2. What thsſe Sixs are, which have been, on Oun Part, 


the procuring CAUSE of the preſent aictive Providence, fo 
far as it concerns us. 


And, here—1 think none can look, with any Degree of 
Attention, upon the general Corruption of Manners among 
us, but, muſt ſoon obſerve, that almoſt univerſal Contempt 
of God and Religion, among all Ranks and Degrees of Men. 
How many are there, who, utterly, deſpiſe the Ordinances 
and Inſtitutions of Religion ? —Public and private Worſhip— 
who take 29 Care to bring up their Children and Servants, in 
the Nurture and Admonition of the LoRp4l-profane Gop's 
Joly Name and his Sabbaths—deſpiſe his Miniſters and, caſt 
Contempt upon his Word. And ſhall not God viſit for theſe 
Things? 


It is on /uch Accounts as theſe, My Dear Brethren ! (with 
Grief of Heart I ſpeak it) that the Hands of God's Mini- 
ſters are weakned—that the Word of God is ſo little under- 
ſtood—and—that it hath no greater Effect upon the Conſci- 
ences of Men. This is a rebellious People, ſaith the Lord, lying 
Children, Children that will not hear the Law of the Lord,— 
which ſay to the Seers, See not, and to the Prophets, Prophecy not 
unto us right Things; ſpeak unto us ſmooth Things; prophecy 
Deceits. Get ye out of the Way, Turn aſide out of the Path, 
Cauſe the Holy One of Iſrael to ceaſe from before us*, But 
the Sins, more particularly pointed out by This Providence, 
t Iſaiah ii, 12. u Bid. 19, a Did xxx, 9, 10, 11. my 


( 
are— PRIDE and CoveTousNEss. PRIDE occaſioned by 
Pulneſs of Bread and her fatal Attendants—LuxuRy in 
every Kind—in Furniture —in Eating and Drinking -in Ap- 
parel— each of which have, of late, been carried to the ut- 
moſt Exckss—exceeding, almeſt, all the Bounds of Decen- 
cy; and, far beyond the Examples of former Ages Ux- 
cLEANN ESS WAN TON NESS- and an eager Purſuit of every 
Senſual Gratification. 


CoveTovusNess with HR Attendants — a formidable 

rain! ſuch as Injusrice—FRAuD—RarinNE—OPPREs- 
SION of the Poor, and the like I have only Time to name 
them—and, therefore, it muſt be left to your Reflections 
and mine, how far, and in what Degree, each of us are con- 
cerned in, and chargeable with, theſe Vices. However, I 
mult ſay, that zhey are /o black in their Nature, and / terrible 
in their Conſequences, as to ſhock cu, Imagination to think 
on hem, and to make our Ears to tingle to hear them men- 
tioned, I ſaid, theſe Vices were more particularly pointed 
out by this Providence, for this Reaſon ; becauſe of che Loſs 
of thoſe very Means by which «ly Men are enabled to pro- 
cure ſenſual Gratifications; and for the obtaining of which, 
they are often tempted to break thro' all the Tyes of 
JusTice and HumanitY. I am 


3. In the next Place, to put you in mind of that further 
JupGMENT we may jaſiiy expect, and of the Dancer we 
are till in, unleſs we do a&ually REPENT and AMEND. 


We cannot—it is impoſſible we ſhould—be aſſured, that 
the ſame CALAMITY ſhall not happen unto us. But This 
we know——that the ſame Calamity (as well as others) 
have been inflicted on other Kingdoms and People for their 
Sins——and that we, for this Reaſon, can never be ſecure 


while the ſame Sixs, or worſe, are found among — — 
a5 


Os 


E 
Nay, we have Ground to expect the Execution of all the 
Threatnings in the BIBLE unleſs we put away the Evil 
of our Doings —unleſs we ceaſe to do Evil, and learn to do 
well>, In order to which I ſhall, 


In the Second Place, by way of APPLICATION, more parti- 
cularly, offer ſomething that may ſerve for Direction to the 
proper Means for averting the Wrath of Gop, which ſeems 
to be gone forth for the PuniSHMENT of a WICKED 
WoRLD. Now, nothing ſhort of a thorough REFoRMA- 
TION, among al] Ranks and Degrees of Men, will do it 
And, therefore, 


1. Let Theſe conſider this EVENT, and how, and in what 
Degree, they ſtand chargeable with the Vices juſt mentioned; 
who, thro' the Providence of a bountiful God, are enabled 
to live in Plenty, without the Hazards of Trade, or the 
Labour of their Hands Such as live at Eaſe, and know 
no End almaſt of their Riches. I fay, let ſuch confider— 
that they are not entruſted with Theſe for, their own Sakes, 
but, for the Honour of God—and the l Good of 
Mankind—And—at length —learn to uſe them accordingly, 


For, if they employ them for their own Pleaſure, without 
any Regard to theſe EN Ds, They ſadly abuſe them; and 
may expect, hereafier, to be dealt with as ſuch Abuſes de- 
ſerve. Oh! what a ſad Account will tho/e rich Men have 
to give, who ſquander away their Riches in ſenſual Delights; 
and pay no Regard to God in the Uſe of them, Whoſe 
Ears are deaf to the Cries of the Poor, —and, who refuſe 
their Aſſiſtance to Them that are ready to periſh for Want 
of Bread. If you think you have a Right to do what you 
pleaſe with them, you are ſadly miſtakxen For they are a 


Truſt committed unto you, and, Won unto you—if you 
| employ 


Þ Iſaiah i. 16, 17. 


«„ 3 rr 4 


( 22 ) 
employ them vrong. Ve are only Stewards, and God 
will call you to account, both as to the Meaſure and the 
Manner in which you have laid them out. But, it is not 
only a Duty you owe to Gor, to employ them in a proper 
Manner and Meaſure too—It is a Piece of Juſtice you owe 
to your Brethren, —whether you conſider them as Chri- 
ſtians—as Men—or as Members of Society. And, in each 


of theſe Reſpects, there is a Voice in the preſent PRovi- 


DENCE, which requires it at your Hands. The Laws of 
God, as well as the Rules of CIVIL SocitTY make it ne- 
cellary——Nay, the very REason of Things requires it; 
ſeeing it is the Induſtry and Increaſe-of the trading Part of 
the Kingdom, that hath raiſed your PossEss1oNs to their 
preſent Value — ſo far 'beyond what they were in the Days 
of your Forefathers ; ſo that you are, in ſome Sort, indebted 
unto COMMERCE for what you poſſeſs; and TRERETORR, 
ought, chearfully, to lend a helping Hand to that Part of the 
Community, when it languitheth—as—T fear—it will, by 
the preſent CALAMITY to which Conſiderations, I 
ſhall only add, by;way of Motive—that itzwill be the only 
Way to m 17 Riches a Bleſſing, vf to uſe them as 
God intende; they” ſhould be uſed. And, beſides the 
Pleaſure of doing Good to'others, You will ſecure unſpeak- 
able Advantages to Yourlelves —— both in Time, and 
throughout ETERNITY, In the next Place 


— 


® 


2. Let thoſe . this ODE EE and fee the Finger of 
God in it, who are more immediately concerned, by 
reaſon of their Correſpondence, with that unhappy City 
And let them impartially examine themſelves, and ſee, ow 
far, they may have contributed, to the drawing down of this 


_ Judgment. I ſpeak it not, as tho' they were the only Per- 


ſons; for, L-ver:ly believe, that it is for the Sins of the whole 
Nariox, that this CALAmiITY is come upon us. But, as 


I am, now, ſpeaking, more particularly unto them, I hope, 


they 


— 
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they will take Admonition, as they ought, and, where they 


have done amiſs, do ſo no more. If, upon a Review of 


what is paſt, you are not guilty of any Thing,—or can find 


nothing to accuſe yourſelves of, — either with Reſpe& to God 
or your Neighbour, - you have n Concern in this Reproof— 
But—ifit be otherwiſe, with you—Then it is fit—nay it is 
our bounden Duty to reprove you, that you may be aſhamed, 
and learn to do better. We have, of late, heard great 
Complaining in our Streets, of the great Hardſhips of the 
inferior Tradeſmen; — by that ſhameful Abatement in the 


Price of their Wares, which, they have been obliged, thro' 
Neceſſity, to make, and other Impoſitions, which have been 


laid upon them. © How well grounded thoſe Complaints are, 


is not my Buſineſs at preſent to inquire—Let theſe ſee to it 


againſt whom, the Complaint is made; but, SURELY, Gop 
will hear the Cry of the Poor, and avenge the Cauſe of the 
OrPRESSED.—— Once more, 


3. Let the Common Trader, who may, perhaps, la- 
bour under ſome Difficulty, by the Intqrruption of Trade, 
ſee the HAND &f Gop in this EVEN T. et him conſider his 
SINs, and put hway far from him, gll eceit and Inj uſtice, 
and every other evi Thing, ——Let im purſue his Buſineſs 
with Induſtry, and depend upon Gop for a Bleſſing. Let 
him uſe the Means, which God hath given him, with So- 
BRIETY— look well to his own Family, and provide Things 
honeſt in the Sight of all Nen Let him not dare to ſpend his 
Profits upon his Luſts, in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, in 
Chambering and Wantonneſs, ner in any Kind of Wicked- 

D neſs— 


© The ſacred Rules of Juſtice and Equity require when a poor Man is obliged, 
thro' Neceſſity, to ſell his Wares, that the Buyer give him the ſame Price, that 


he would do, ſuppoſing that the Seller ſtood in no more Need of the Buyer's Mo- 


ney, than the Buyer of the Seller's Commodity, And therefore when one Man 
takes the Advantage of another's Poyerty—it adds Inhumanity to Injuſtice 


Orxnn35I0N to MiszaY, ; 
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<eſceods Itd' ont own Togrts, and ſee, What that 0ccun/ad 
Aeg us, is, Which hath contributed,. to! the drau- 
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pre» ĩt dy, as ſonn us Wo find it We have no Ceftainty 
deaf our Lives - any more than of our Poſſeſſions And, thero- 
Aæeore, let us not dare to live any longer, in a State bf: Lnmity 
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i ſeek after Reconciliation thro' the BLOOD of the-LamB— 
Let us kiſs the Son, before he be Further enſlamed, and 

5 "we periſn For b! elled—and rnuly hleſſed— and oti/ptpleſiedeis 
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fare they who fubmit themſelves unto Him © © | . 
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